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From the Director’s Desk
Robert Stapleton
In the previous issue
of Fulfilling the
Ministry, I indicated
having
been
d iagno sed
wit h
Prostate Cancer, but
at the time of
publication we were
unsure concerning
the spread of it, and
treatment needed.
Since then I have
had several tests, which indicate the
cancer is contained within the Prostate.
Additionally, near the end of March, I
underwent a Radiation Implant
procedure which, if all goes well, should
result in the cancer being eradicated.
Over the last several weeks I have been
able to keep my “normal” schedule, which
included a Gospel Meeting in Kountze,
Texas, another in Anderson, Indiana,
another at the Las Vegas Trail
congregation in Fort Worth, and a
Campaign/Gospel Meeting in Talco,
Texas. In addition to these, I have
continued to teach my regular classes at
BTSOP, preach every Sunday, along with
my Wednesday night Bible Class at the
Brown Trail congregation. So far, I have
been well pleased that my strength has
held up.
I have been so blessed by so many who
have called, emailed, or sent cards,
indicating their concern for me, and the
fact they are praying for me on a regular
basis. I have heard from brethren from
Pennsylvania to California, for which I
will always be grateful.
Things continue to go well with the
School. Although it has been slow
coming, brethren have come to
understand that BTSOP still stands for
the truth, regardless of what some would
have them to believe.

It is so exciting to see the students as they
grow with their experience here and having opportunities to preach on a regular
basis for congregations in the area.
Graduation is just around the corner for
several of our students. I am sure they
would probably say the last two years have
passed much quicker than they anticipated. It is gratifying to know that most of
our students are already placed with a
congregation, although, they still have a
few weeks before they complete their
studies. Please pray for their efforts as
they leave here and go on to the work before them.

Hispanic Department
The work with the Beverly Hills Iglesia de
Cristo continues to go well. There has
been progress in getting the word out that
the Hispanic congregation is now meeting
at that location. A Campaign/Gospel
Meeting was recently held (April 7th—
12th) where all the doors in the community were knocked, and literature, concerning the church, was distributed. Although growth is slow, we believe that this
work is well worth our attempts in seeing
it get off the ground.
Additionally, the Hispanic Department
has been busy with a door knocking campaign (March 8th) and a Lectureship in
Houston (March 19th—22nd). Presently,
all of the students in this department are
preaching on a regular basis, in addition
to their studies.
As it looks right now, we have eight students who want to begin classes in July.
The problem is raising the necessary support for all this to happen. If you would
like to assist with this, please get in touch
with us. We would be happy to put you in
touch with one of these men.

Willie is still in need of raising support. Although he has been
quite successful in raising a considerable amount of what is
needed, he is still in need of raising the remaining amount.
Please give us a call if you can assist with this.

Student Support
As students come and go, one thing is constant, the need for
continued financial support. Most of the students that come
our way do so, on what I would call, a “shoe-string budget.”
However, some come on less than that. They come with the
full intention of being able to devote themselves to two full
years of study of God’s Word, and the various principles necessary to carry on the greatest work in all the world. However,
when the necessary support just isn't there, these men continue on course, knowing full well they, or their family, may
have to go without the necessities of life, in order for them to
be able to complete their studies.
Brethren, there is no reason for this to be the case. As individuals and congregations we spend large amounts of money
on creature comforts while these men, or their families, go
hungry. We pad our pews, pave our parking lots, and pay our
electric bills, to make sure the auditorium is comfortable (after
all, if it were a degree or two hotter {or colder} we just couldn’t
stand it in there, even though we can sit on a bleacher the hottest ({coldest} day of the year to see a ball game).
It is time we start “seeking those things which are above,” and
“setting our affection on things above” as we consider matters
such as these (Colossians 3:1, 2). Creature comforts will get no
one to heaven (maybe many to hell), while supporting men, as
they prepare themselves to “preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2),
will make all the difference in the world to souls bound for
eternity.

Campaigns/Gospel Meetings
2008
As you are aware, each year the students take part in numerous Campaigns and Gospel Meetings. The week of
April 27th—30th we conducted one such event for the
Talco church of Christ. From Monday to Wednesday we
knocked every door in Talco, and several neighboring
communities. During the Campaign, several Bible studies
were conducted, with others to be taught after we returned home. To date, at least two have been baptized
since the Campaign.
On May 16th we will begin a two day Campaign/three day
Gospel Meeting with the Quinlan church of Christ, then
on July 25th—27th we will conduct a similar activity for
the New Summerfield church of Christ. Later in the year,
the students will conduct a Gospel Meeting for the Oak
Grove congregation (August 3rd—6th), Laurel, Delaware
congregation (August 17th—20th, where they will also
conduct a campaign), the Everman congregation (August
24th—27th) and a Lectureship at the Bedford Road congregation in Bedford (September 7th-??). All of these will
be both beneficial to the congregations and our students.
If we can assist your congregation with such a campaign
in the future, please contact us so that one can be set up.
We are able to conduct campaigns with our Hispanic Department in areas where Spanish is spoken, so long as we
plan it well enough in advance.

Ways To Help
Yes, I would like to financially assist with the work of BTSOP.
Willie Alvarenga’s Support ______
______

Monthly
One Time

English Department
Student Support

______
______

Monthly
One Time

Hispanic Department
Student Support

______
______

Monthly
One Time

Campaign Participates

Hispanic Instructor
Support

______
______

Monthly
One Time

Sermon Outline Books

Beverly Hills Iglesia de Cristo _____
Amount: _____________ Name: _________________
Address: _____________________________
______________________________
Phone or email: ________________________

Over the past several weeks, I have put together five sermon outline books entitled “50 Sermons I Have
Preached,” Volumes I-V. Each book contains 50 sermon
outlines, with a total of approximately 100 pages per
book. There is no claim of originality for all of the outlines, as I do not recall where they were gathered over the
31 plus years of full time preaching that I have been involved in. If you would be interested in obtaining these,
you can contact the School office. Each volume is $5.00,
including the necessary postage. All proceeds from the
sale of these books goes to the School.

In Honor * In Memory
The following have recently made a donation to BTSOP
as a memorial or honorarium. Please keep in mind that your
financial donations to BTSOP, as a honorarium or memorial,
go a long way in training men to be gospel preachers.
JOSHUA & MADISON
ADKISON
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts
DONALD CLEMENTS
Lennis & Jean Clearly
Avie Taylor & Darrell
Taylor
HARRY COTHAM
BTSOP Students
Perry Cotham
Phil & Rosa Lee Pope
Bob & Marcia Stapleton

MAX BRIDGES
Bill & Louise Maeger
Carl & Doris Powell
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts
Bill & Vivian Wren
LARRY CLIFTON
Julia Bridges
Pansy McClendon
David & Sharon
Robinson
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts

JAMES FONVILLE
BILL FORD
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Robert & Freda Nelson
Bobby & June Watts
David & Marie Pennington
Bill & Vivian Wren
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts
DON GUNTER
Carl & Doris Powell
CHARLES HILL
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Adeline Hill
Bobby & June Watts
LINDA HOUNSHELL
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Darrin & Carrie Stapleton

RUBY HUNSBERGER
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts

BONNIE KEATON
KEN LINDSAY
David & Marie Pennington
Carl & Doris Powell
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts
Bobby & June Watts
Bill & Vivian Wren
LEROY McCLENDON
Barry & Faye Alldredge
J.W. (DUB) MITCHELL
Dale Amerson & Kathy
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Hudson
Darrin & Carrie
Randy & Pattie Anderson
Stapleton
Mrs. Edwin Cole
Mattie Dabney
DORTHA MULLINS
Wanda Daley
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Harold & Janet Estes
Bobby & June Watts
Jennifer Gardner
David & Marie Pennington MARY MURRY
David & Sharon Robinson
Darrin & Carrie
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts
Don & Annette Weeks
KEN PHILLIPS
Bill & Vivian Wren
Bill & Vivian Wren
PAUL PUCKETT
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts

ANNETTE RALSTON
Barbara Lavender
Joseph & Amber McCoy
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts

DAN RAPER
Gary & Mary Murphy
ROBERT STONE, SR.
Gary & Mary Murphy
HERSCHEL WREN
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts

BOBBIE SILLS
Harold & Patsy Floyd
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Walter & Glen Woodard
JOHN THEOBALD
Bob & Marcia Stapleton
Bobby & June Watts

This Form Is Provided For Your Convenience
In Honor Of/Memory Of____________________
Send Acknowledgement To:
Mr./Mrs./Miss __________________________
Address: ______________________________
City ______________State _______ Zip ______
Donated By_____________________________

Sermon Starters
APOSTASY
INTRODUCTION:
1. Many teach the impossibility of apostasy.
A. Found in the teaching of nearly every
denomination.
2. If one studies the Scriptures, they see such is not true.
BODY:
1. ACTS 5, A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF THOSE
WHO APOSTASIZED
A. Acts 5:1-1, 10
B. Ananias and Sapphira were members of the
church.
1. Perhaps, even active members.
2. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:27, TEACHES THE
POSSIBILITY OF APOSTASY
A. Paul had been faithful for many years at this time.
B. He had served as the Apostle to the Gentiles for all
these years.
C. He had preached and taught in most of the
“world” of his day.
D. Yet, he found it possible to be a cast away.
3. 2 PETER 1:4-11, TEACHES THE POSSIBILITY
OF APOSTASY
A. Those to whom Peter wrote had escaped the corruption of the world—thus, they were Christians.
B. Yet, verse 10, indicates the clear possibility of
apostasy.
4. ACTS 8:18-23, PROVIDES AN EXAMPLE OF
ONE WHO FELL FROM THE WAY OF TRUTH
A. Simon had become a Christian—verse 13.
B. But he fell into the “gall of bitterness.”

News from Alumni
David Tappe (1983)
Brother Tappe’s new address is 1609 Emerson,
Cleburne, TX 76033
David Boren (1995)
Brother Boren’s address is 3209 Bayview Lane, St.
Cloud, FL 34772. His telephone number is (407) 9221635.
Brent Fluegel (2005)
Brother Fleugel’s new address is 3521 N. Ohio,
Augusta, KS 67010.

Fill In Preaching
Please keep in mind, BTSOP students are available
to do fill in preaching, due to the absence of your
located preacher, or when you are in between
preachers. This assists the students by providing
them with speaking opportunities which will help
them in “hone” their skills, along with a little extra
“spending money.” It, also, helps the congregation
that is in need of someone to assist in these areas.
If we can assist you with these kind of services,
please give us a call. We would ask you to do so as
far in advance as possible, as it sometimes is the
case that all students have assignments, when
someone calls at the last minute.

Things Needed

Jeramie Sweet (2006)
Brother Sweet’s address is 3225 Collins Blvd.,
Garland, TX 75044.

Class Videos
Beginning January of this year, all classes taught in the
English Department at BTSOP are being recorded. They
will soon be made available to the Navajo Preacher Training
Academy in Kinlichee, Arizona for use in that school. Once
they are transferred to DVD format we may also make them
available to others who are interested in use them for their
private studies.
Once we are finished with the English Department, we will
begin recording all classes in the Hispanic Department.
This will allow Spanish speaking congregation to use the
material in their teaching program.

BTSOP, like many works in the church, depends
on the goodness of the brethren to support our
efforts. I am often asked how one might be able to
assist with the efforts here. List me list a few of the
ways:
Put BTSOP in Your Will
Sale of Unused Items, With Funds Donated
To The School
Monthly Support For Students—Both English
and Hispanic Departments
Monthly Support For General Fund
One Time Donation of Funds
Donation of Good Laptop Computers For
Student’s Use
Donation of Digital Recorders For Student’s Use
Donation of Good Books For Student’s Libraries
And, of Course, Your Prayers...

Note to all alumni: If you have a change of address, family news, work news, unusual experience or anything else that
you would like to share with other alumni, please let us know. You may e-mail the information to Bob Stapleton at
chimalabob@yahoo.com, or fill out the form on our Web Site. Either way, be sure to include name, address, graduation
year, congregation you work with and the news item you would like to have included in the newsletter.
FULFILLING THE MINISTRY is a publication of THE BROWN TRAIL SCHOOL OF PREACHING,
P.O. BOX 210667, BEDFORD, TX 76095. A work of the Brown Trail Church of Christ.
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