
Fulfilling the Ministry 
“Do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Timothy 4:5) 

 

Faculty and Student Newsletter of the Brown Trail School of Preaching 

 O u r 
summer was a 
w h i r l w i n d  o f 
activities as my wife 
Marcia, daughter 
Lisa, and I made our 
way to Chimala 
Mission, located in 
Tanzania,  East 
Africa. While there 
we were joined by 
our three sons, 

Heath, Darrin, and Jason, along with 
their wives and children. Both Darrin and 
Jason serve as full time missionaries at 
the mission, while Heath serves as 
Stateside Coordinator for the work, after 
serving as a full time missionary there for 
seven years. This was the first time that 
we have been able to get together as a 
family for nearly 10 years. We are 
appreciative of the opportunity to once 
again visit the mission, and to take part in 
the good work that is being done there.  
You can check out what all is going on 
there at  their web s ite  at 
www.nyachurchofchrist.com/chimala. 
 
 Our new quarter of classes began 
on July 11th with seven new full time 
students beginning their studies. This 
brings the total number of students to 
twenty full time and five part time. We 
are excited to see the growth of the 
school, and ask your continued prayers 
and support of the efforts being put forth.  
  
 Brethren, please know that 
Brown Trail continues to be committed to 
providing a quality education to each of 
our students. We are committed to 
teaching the whole council of God to 
them. If you have any questions 
concerning what we are teaching please 
feel free to call me and I will be more 
than happy to discuss this with you either 
on the phone or at your congregation. 
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Hispanic Department 

 Brethren, I do not know how to 
put this other than this way, we desperate-
ly need your assistance in keeping this 
area of the work at Brown Trail going. 
Funds have not come in as we hoped, 
which has resulted in our being unable to 
accept new students or obtain the full time 
services of a qualified brother to work 
with this area. There is such a need for 
this program, but without the necessary 
funds to keep it  going it will soon be 
forced to be shut down. Please see if there 
is some way you can assist with this effort.  
 
 Some good news for the Hispanic  
Department is we have been able, due to 
the gracious donation of equipment and 
training by brother Eugene Smith, to set 
up an up to date recording studio at the 
Brown Trail building to record all classes 
for distribution to those who would like to 
have such classes made available to them. 
All classes are, of course, in Spanish. It 
will take two years to finalize all of this, 
but we should be able to start providing 
this material as soon as volunteers can be 
found to operate the equipment.  We will 
notify you when tapes will be available, 
and what the costs will be.  

Recording Studio 



News from the School 

 Although we set up a new Web Site about a 
year ago, a totally new one has just been set up to 
further spread the word about the work we are doing 
here at Brown Trail.  We believe the new site better gets 
the information out, while covering several other areas 
that were not on the old one. We are thankful to Marie 
Kinsella of Church of Christ Web Hosting & Design for 
all her help in getting our site together and keeping it 
operating so efficiently.  

 
 The address is the same as the old one: 
www.browntrailschoolofpreaching.com. Why not check 
it out? Maybe you know of someone interested in 
attending a Preacher Training School. If so, why not 
direct them to our site so they may gather information 
on our program? Thanks! 

Web Site 

 Part of our program is to encourage our students 
to preach as often as possible while in school. As such, 
we are always seeking congregations, within driving 
distance of Bedford, that are in need of fill in preaching.  
It may be that you are presently without a preacher, and 
we could assist you while you are seeking one.  Or, it 
could be that you are a smaller congregation unable to 
have a full time person working with you. If so, I am sure 
we can help.  
 
 Our students are also available for specific 
classes that you might want them to assist you with. 
 
 Additionally, I am available to assist in any way, 
through preaching, Gospel Meetings, and or classes that 
might be of assistance to you. If we can help you, please 
give us a call. 

Preachers Available 

 As already indicated, we now have a student 
body of twenty-five full and part time students.  We are 
thankful to the Lord who continues to bless the efforts 
being put forth here. Please continue to pray for these 
men and their families as they prepare themselves for 
the work they will soon do.  
 
 The picture below does not include all of the 
part time students as they were not present on the day 
the picture was taken. You will also notice one lady in 
the picture. She is the wife of one of our Hispanic 
Students, Jesus Montoya, and is sitting in on the 
classes for her personal benefit. Occasionally, we are 
asked if women are allowed to attend classes.  We 
provide such opportunities, not that they will become 
preachers, but so they can increase their knowledge of 
the Word and be of more benefit to the kingdom in 
whatever location they may reside. 

Student Body 

 

School Presentation 

 As we seek to make brethren aware of what we 
are doing at Brown Trail we are available to come to 
your congregation to present our Power Point Presenta-
tion. This presentation will provide you with infor-
mation  concerning the history of the school and what is 
going on right now. If you would like for us to come for 
such a presentation, please give us a call. 
 
 You can also download this presentation from 
our Web Site. You will find it located under the tab 
“Promotional Video.” Please be aware that it will take a 
few minutes for this program to open when you try to 
download it.  

Our Stand 

 Accusations  continue to fly concerning what we 
at Brown Trail believe and teach on various issues.         
Implications are made that we are teaching things       
different than what the New Testament teaches on a  
variety of issues. Brethren, as kindly as I can put it, these 
things are not true! It amazes me how some brethren are 
willing to make accusations against me, our instructors, 
and the students, but who never show the “Christian” 
courtesy to call and verify what they accuse us of in their 
writings. Pen is put to ink with no regard at all to the 
truth of the matter.  
 
 Please, brethren, if you have heard or read            
accusations against us give me the opportunity to tell 
you what we believe and teach instead of accepting what 
is being said as “gospel”, when it isn’t. I know of no 
preacher who would want to have others accuse them of 
things without proper verification, but many do so to us 
on a regular basis. Such is not right! 

July 2005 Student Body Picture 



Sermon Starters 

WHY WE SHOULD STUDY THE BIBLE 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
1.  Buying a Bible and then placing it on the sec-
ond  shelf of the coffee table will really do us no 
good at  all. 
2.  But diligent study of it will do anyone a great 
deal  of good. 
3.  In this lesson we want to look at several rea-
sons as  to why we should study the Bible. 
 
BODY: 
1.  THE BIBLE IS COMMANDED TO BE STUD-
IED 
 A.  It will make you a good workman – 2 
Tim.    2:15. 
 B.  Study it daily so as to derive from it 
much    needed  spiritual food – Mt. 
4:4. 
2.  THE BIBLE IS GOD'S MESSAGE TO MAN-
KIND 
 A.  It is His inspired message to man - 2 
Tim.    3:16, 17. 
 B.  It is His eternal message to man - 1 
Pet. 1:25. 
3. THE BIBLE REVEALS THE WAY OF  
 SALVATION 
 A.  It was written for the purpose of re-
vealing Je   sus to the world - 
John 10:31. 
 B.  It was written for the purpose of 
searching the   heart of man - Heb. 4:12. 
4.  THE BIBLE REVEALS THE ASSURANCE OF  
 BELIEVERS. 
 A.  It reveals the assurance of salvation - 1 
John    5:13;  1 John 1:7.  
 B.  It reveals the assurance of the resur-
rection of   Christ - Acts 17:31. 
5.  THE BIBLE IS THE ROAD MAP OF LIFE 
 A.  It reveals the right road to travel in 
life - Mt.    7:13, 14. 
 B.  It is the light to the road of life - Psa. 
119:105. 
6.  THE BIBLE IS THE BELIEVER’S SWORD 
 A.  As we go out to do battle with the 
world a    working knowledge of it will 
assist countless    numbers of times. 
  1.  This was realized by God and 
this is why     we have been 
provided with a sword. 
 B.  The Bible is the sword of the Spirit - 
Eph. 6:17. 

 
This Form Is Provided For Your Convenience. 

 
In Honor Of/Memory Of____________________ 
 

Send Acknowledgement To: 
 

Mr./Mrs./Miss __________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________ 
 
City ______________State _______ Zip ______ 
 
Donated By_____________________________ 

 

In Honor * In Memory 
 
 The following have recently made a donation to 
BTSOP as a memorial or honorarium.  Please keep in 
mind that your financial donations to BTSOP, as a  hono-
rarium or memorial, goes a long way in training men to be 
gospel preachers.  
 
MAUDE BAILY   GARY BEARD
   
 Sterline Nash    Bo b  & 
Marcia Stapleton   
GAIL HOLT DEAN  J.M. FUTRELL 
   Bob & Marcia Stapleton 
 Sterline Nash    Bo b  & 
June Watts 
 
BETTY GRIFFITH  ASA KEELE  
   
 Bob & June Watts   Henry & 
Nancy Hart  

“How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher?” - Romans 10:14, 
15 

Freshman Class—July 2005 

L-R—Ed Stover, Grant Sullivan, Gary Murphy, Rey 

Sisneros, Chris Cowen, David Bell, and Arthur    

Torrez 



News from Alumni 

Note to all alumni: If you have a change of address, family news, work news, unusual experience or anything else that 
you would like to share with other alumni, please let us know. You may e-mail the information to Bob Stapleton at 
chimalabob@yahoo.com, or fill out the form on our Web Site. Either way, be sure to include name, address, graduation 
year, congregation you work with and the news item you would like to have included in the newsletter. 
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Larry Jones (2005) 
 
Larry is working with The Gospel of Christ located out of 
Ardmore, Oklahoma. His address is 703 A, Ardmore, OK  
73401. His telephone number is (580) 223-4207. His 
email address is larrryjones@yahoo.com.  Please note 
there are three “r’s” in Larry in the email address. 

 
Landon Rowell (2005) 
 

Landon and Kristin have located with the church in 
Hydro, Oklahoma. Their address is 810 N. Blake, Hydro, 
Oklahoma  73048. Their telephone numbers are: (405) 
663-2343 (home) and (405) 663-2095 (office). Their 
email address is lrowell222@cebridge.net 

Jason Michael Sparks (1999) 
 
Jason was awarded the V.P. Black Award at the spring 
graduation of Faulkner University. This award is given 
to a graduating student who shows the greatest promise 
as a gospel preacher.  
 
Jason and his wife Karla work with the church of Christ 
in Velma, Oklahoma.  
 

Return Service Requested 

Alumni Association 

 Brethren continue to work on the Alumni                
Association Guidelines and other matters. If you are    
unaware of the progress that is being made please contact 
Landon Rowell at lrowell222@cebridge.net for the latest 
information on what is going on. It is hoped that the    
Association  will  be up and  running  “full steam” in the 
not too far off future.  

 The association can assist the school in many 
ways by providing information to  prospective        
students, spreading the news about the school, and      
helping to raise the necessary support to keep the 
school in operation.   
 
 We are thankful for the efforts being put 
forth on this project. 

Class Ring, Pendant Project 

 Brother Shane Coleman is doing the neces-
sary  research on the possibility of getting Class Rings 
and, or Pendants for Brown Trail students, both past 
and present.  He should shortly have virtual pictures 
of each, and will post them on the Web Site, along 
with costs, etc., as soon as he has them. 
 
 If you are interested in information on either 
a ring or pendant please let Shane know at               
scoleman10@alltel.net. We appreciate his working on 
this long overdue project. 

Financial Needs 

 With new students, the Hispanic Work, and 
the normal operation of the school before us it is          
imperative that we raise the financial base of the 
school in order to keep all programs operating. 
Brown Trail has continued to train men to be gospel 
preachers for forty years. Your financial support is 
needed to see that this work will carry on for the next 
forty years. The world needs gospel preachers. Your 
financial support of the school here will help provide 
sound,   qualified men to fill the role of such. Please 
do what you can.  Also, please know that your        
donations are greatly appreciated.  


