Fulfilling the Ministry
Return to Normalcy
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Kevin W. Rhodes, Director

n June 4th and
5th we had the
opportunity
to enjoy a graduation
banquet and then a
graduation ceremony,
celebrating the nine
students who
completed the program
in the last two and a
half years. The
laughter and thanks that accompanied sharing a
meal together during the banquet provided a
much needed opportunity to celebrate not only
the accomplishments of these men and their
wives but also the beginning of a return to
normalcy. We began transitioning away from all
of the pandemic protocols during the last quarter.
And the full graduation ceremony—for which all
who completed their studies in December
returned—with families, friends, and supporters
in attendance included hugs all around. All of the
men who graduated have now moved on to work
with congregations in various places. And we
have confidence in what they can do in their
service in the kingdom.
While the second year students worked with
youth in various camps during their break, the
last week of June we welcomed several new
students to the fold, beginning with an orientation
week during which we prepare them for the rigors
of the program they are entering. We have
another four full-time students entering the
program this summer, as well as some part-time
students. A young lady expressed interest in the
wives’ program too, even though her husband is
not a student. We are more than happy to have
her join us. It has been an interesting year to try
to talk about the school both to potential students
and supporters. But we are so thankful for those
who have reached out as we continue the work of
mentoring preachers and helping Christians to
grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.

This quarter I am teaching the first year
Elders
students Technology in Preaching. During the last
year we partnered with OakTree Software, Inc. to
Stephen Alexander
Kevin Carroll
allow our students to purchase Accordance Bible
Russ Floyd
Software at a greatly discounted rate to use in
David Hamrick
their school studies and beyond. Now I will teach
Doug Selby
the students how to make the most of it in
Bobby Watts
preparing lessons and doing deeper biblical
David Webb
research. The second year students have me for
Director
three courses: Hebrews, Nehemiah: A Case Study
in Leadership, and Introduction to Teaching. I
Kevin W. Rhodes
will provide an abbreviated class on teaching in
Director
the wives’ program as well.
Spanish
Having now guided several preaching
Department
students through the new curriculum, we are now
Willie Alvarenga
turning our attention to updating the wives’
program. Two years ago we changed some of the
format and emphasis in our Monday evening
Academic Dean
classes, but now we are adding specific tracks for
Pat McIntosh
motivated wives to take some of the classes
during the daytime with their husbands, including
Dean of
a Zoom option for those with younger children.
Students
The combination of the standard track on
Monday night and two different track options
Roy Gafford
during the day increase the opportunities for
wives to grow spiritually alongside their husbands
Director of
while at Brown Trail, advance their knowledge of
Development
the Bible in specific areas, and provide an
Heath Stapleton
opportunity for interaction between husbands
and wives over the material covered. These
Field
advanced options are not required, but they are
Representative
now available for those interested.
Spanish
Every time students graduate it brings
Department
mixed emotions. We are excited to see their work
Salvador Del Fierro
and growth recognized as they begin in earnest
the work of a gospel preacher. But at the same
time, it can be hard to let go as those you have
come to love dearly, indeed as family, leave to help
others. And then we turn around and we have the
opportunity to welcome new faces into the family
and begin the process all over again. How blessed
we are to be part of the Lord’s family and to
serve Him in a work such as this!

The Foundation of Unity

P

opular appeals for unity, whether political, social, or
religious, often depend on ignoring principle and
compromising character. These attempts to find a
form of unity through general consensus produce a
momentary sense of accomplishment that predictably leads
to greater conflict and an even greater erosion of integrity.
Political parties reinvent themselves by pandering to their
constituencies. Social organizations and businesses bow to
the mores of popular culture, and religious groups often do
both–all in the name of unity. While these efforts do
indeed draw larger numbers of adherents through popular
appeals, no honest observer would conclude they achieve
unity of any depth because they continually shift
expectations and core aspects of their identity in the
pursuit of a temporary truce among party participants.
God’s people should expect more of themselves, because
God certainly does.
As Paul called for unity in the epistle to the
Ephesians, he provided a doctrinal foundation upon which
God’s people should build their understanding, their
identity, and thereby their unity: “There is one body and
one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all” (Eph. 4:4–6). These seven core concepts combine to
produce a cohesive foundation upon which all other
doctrine depends. Maintaining the unique identity of the
church (Eph. 1:22-23) depends upon accepting and
following all of what the Spirit inspired and ONLY what
the Spirit inspired (2 Tim. 3:16-17). This message alone
can offer the hope of resurrection to live eternally in the
presence of God (1 Cor. 15:55-57; 1 Jn. 2:25). This hope
depends on the deity of Jesus, the life of Jesus, and the
resurrection of Jesus that declare Him as the Lord of lords
(Deut. 10:17; Rev. 17:14), having all authority and
therefore the right to direct our lives (Matt. 28:18). But the
spiritual worldview must exist in more than theory; it must
exist in actuality and practicality through faithful
adherence to the system of faith authorized by Jesus and
inspired by the Holy Spirit that then defines the nature of
the church, points to this hope, and guides all doctrine and
practice (Jude 3). Allegiance to the one Lord, entrance to
the one body, and access to the one hope depend on our
complete acceptance of the message provided by the Spirit
in the holy scriptures so that they mold our thinking to
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match God’s design, and such allegiance is declared,
entranced allowed, and access provided at the point of
baptism (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26-27). These fundamental
principles sum up the plan of the unique, transcendent
God who created all peoples, is sovereign over all peoples,
works His will through and for all peoples, and reaches out
through the gospel to have a relationship with all peoples
(Rom. 1:16). Therefore, changing, eliminating, or ignoring
one principle undermines the character of Christianity
itself, making unity impossible to achieve, as years of
church history bear witness. But we must do better than
treat these principles as a universal response to any
doctrinal issue; we must build upon them in such a way as
to encourage and uphold unity.
Unfortunately, people often make the mistake of
arguing over individual doctrines or passages of scripture
before establishing agreement on the underlying principles
expressing the nature of God, the nature of His
sovereignty, the nature of scripture, the nature of divine
authority, the nature of the church, the nature of salvation,
and the nature of God’s purpose. These are core principles
of discipleship, and the failure to apply them consistently
invariably leads to division, as the denominational world
attests by its own existence. However, while some wish to
define these principles so broadly that they include anyone
who once stayed in a hotel room where a Bible was
present, others seem intent on creating a personal checklist
of their own by which they seek to control the faithful—as
if Satan does not have enough help.
The church in America has allowed too much of the
rancor in society to define not only its priorities but also
its disposition. Standing against error and avoiding
fellowship with the works of darkness are essential (2 Jn. 911; Eph. 5:11). Fighting and bickering over personal
opinions often indistinguishable from politics is not. Some
Christians seem to have difficulty distinguishing between
doctrine and opinion, essentials and expedience. As a
result, some of the same people decrying cancel culture
and virtue signaling in society have become guilty of it
within the church. Brethren, we as the church could have
spent the past couple of years uniting to shine “as lights in
the world” (Phil. 2:15); instead, too many of us wasted our
opportunity, choosing instead to “bite and devour one
another” (Gal. 5:13-15). Shame on us.
KWR
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Notes and Needs
In Honor * In Memorium

Thank You!

The following have recently made a donation to Brown Trail
School of Preaching as a memorial or honorarium.

Our supporters have provided so much
during the last year. Christians have sacrificed
and given to make it possible for the work to
continue at Brown Trail even through a
pandemic which created hardships for many.
We are deeply humbled by your support and
give thanks for you daily. May God bless you
greatly for all you have done and continue to
do in His kingdom.

PAM APKER
Ralph & Naomi Adkison

PHIL POPE
Kevin & Tracy Rhodes

FRANCISCO ALVARENGA
Keden & Chandra Shrum
Hal R & Aletta Smith

BARBARA REAGAN
MaryLea Stephens

LANA CARPENTER
Kevin & Tracy Rhodes
BILL AND VIRGINIA DAY
Miriam Holcomb
GUY ELLIOTT
Kevin & Tracy Rhodes
HAROLD FLOYD
Kevin & Tracy Rhodes
DARYL GEORGE
Windmill church of Christ
Patricia Cothran
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson
Deborah McClure
Danielle Meredith
Donna Roberts
Hal R & Aletta Smith
ROBBI GEORGE
Patricia Cothran
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson
HOLTON GEORGE
Patricia Cothran
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson

DR. CHARLES GRAHAM
Ralph & Naomi Adkison
CHARLES LINGLE
Marcelyn R. Lingle
DON PAYNE
Bobby & Frances Bobo
Donna Brinkley
Deneen Calcote
Virginia Elliot
Alma Payne & Family
Scott Raney Family
Marcia Stapleton
MaryLea Stephens
Scott & Marion Tucker

JACKIE ROBERTS
Patricia Cothran
OBED RODRIGUEZ
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson
Kevin & Tracy Rhodes
VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson
Kevin & Tracy Rhodes
JOHN C SULLIVAN
Bardwell church of Christ
DAVID VASQUEZ
Sam & Bonnie McDonald
SHIRLEY WILLCOX
Kevin & Tracy Rhodes
SHARON WILKINSON
Wallace & Jo Holcomb
LYNN WOLF MEMORIAL
FUND FOR PREACHERS
North Texas Community
Foundation
FRANCES WYTHE
Larry & Pat Benedict
Deneen Calcote
Kevin & Melanie Kogucz
STEPHEN WYTHE
Larry & Pat Benedict
Deneen Calcote
Kevin & Melanie Kogucz

HONORARIUM
AUDRY KING
Charris Powers

Please note...
• Our Summer Quarter begins on July 5,
2021. Please pray for our students,
faculty, staff, and families as we labor in
the kingdom. And please pray that we
may be able to continue to meet in
person.
• 1 st Year Schedule:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to the New Testament - Pat McIntosh
Introduction to the Old Testament - Heath Stapleton
Apologetics - Roy Gafford
English I - Kenny Gardner
New Testament Church - Richard Massey
Genesis and Exodus - Pat McIntosh
The Gospel According to Mark - Roy Gafford
Introduction to Public Speaking - Jason Sparks
Technology in Preaching - Kevin Rhodes

• 2 nd Year Schedule
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greek III - Kenny Gardner
Eschatology - Heath Stapleton
History of Israel II - Bill Burk
Isaiah - Pat McIntosh
Matthew - Wade Webster
Hebrews - Kevin Rhodes
Nehemiah: A Case Study in Leadership - Kevin Rhodes
Introduction to Teaching - Kevin Rhodes

HURSTON PRESCOTT
Patrick & Exa Lynn Porter

Summer Quarter 2021
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Financial Needs
Circle One

Amount

Robert Stapleton Endowment _______

Speaking Schedule
July 4

Highland
Fort Worth, Texas

July 11-15

Needmore Road
Dayton, Ohio

July 18

Lometa
Lometa, Texas

Student Books and Software

_______

2021 PTP Expenses

_______

August 6-8

Youngsport
Youngsport, TX

Willie Alvarenga Support

_______

October 8-10

Jesse Martinez Support

_______

Lakes Region
Tilton, New Hampshire

Pat McIntosh Support

_______

Kevin W. Rhodes Support

_______

Heath Stapleton Support

_______

General Fund

_______

Student (English or Spanish) _______
(Underline which)

Calendar of Events
June 28-July 1 Orientation

Tomorrow’s Men Today
_______
(Future Leaders Camp)

July 3

Director’s Cookout

July 5

1st Day of Summer Quarter

South Africa Travel Fund
_______
(Cape Bible School)

July 15-16

Evangelism Seminar

Aug. 12-13

Mid-Term Break

Where Needed

Sept. 6

Labor Day (No School)

Sept. 13-17

Finals

Sept. 20-24

Fall Break

_______

English Faculty
Willie Alvarenga
Bill Burk
Will Cammack
Robert Dodson
Roy Gafford
Ken Gardner
Ross Haffner
J.J. Hendrix
Bryan Hodge
Richard Massey
Pat McIntosh
Randall Morris
Eddie Parrish
Kevin W. Rhodes
Jason Sparks
Jeremy Sprouse
Heath Stapleton
Wade Webster

Envoy to CBSSouth Africa
Mike Roberts

Spanish Faculty
Willie Alvarenga
Marco Arroyo
Salvador del Fierro, Jr.
Jaime Luna
Jesse Martinez
Osbaldo Rodriguez
Christian Torres
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